
For more information please contact Public Health Ontario’s  
Infection Prevention and Control Department at 
ipac@oahpp.ca 

 
 

Risk Algorithm to Guide PPE Use 
This tool is an excerpt from the Best Practices for Infection Prevention and Control for Clinical 
Office Practice (Appendix C) and was reformatted for ease of use. 

 

 

 

 

Assess the anticipated 
interaction with the 

patient his /her 
environment 

Wear facial 

protection 

Wear a gown 

  
 

START 

 YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

NO YES 

Will my hands be 
exposed to blood, 

excretions, secretions 
or contaminated  

items? 

Will I have contact 
with the patient’s 

environment? 

Will my face be exposed  

to a splash, spray, cough or 

sneeze? 

Will my clothing or skin  

be exposed to splashes/ sprays 

or items contaminated with 

blood, excretions,  

secretions? 

Will I be  

exposing myself to a 

splash or spray of 

blood, excretions or 

secretions? 

Does the patient have a  

known infection or symptoms of 

an infection? 

Follow specific 

Additional 

Precautions as 

required 

No further 

action 

required 

Wear gloves 
Perform hand 

hygiene 

NO 
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