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GUIDE 

Cotton Glove Liner Selection 

This guide provides information on when and how to use cotton glove liners for individuals 
who have contact dermatitis. It is an excerpt from the Recommendations for the Prevention, 
Detection and Management of Occupational Contact Dermatitis in Health Care Settings and 
was reformatted for ease of use. For more information, please contact ipac@oahpp.ca. 

 
Gloves may be considered a hazard contributing to occupational contact dermatitis when allergies to 
glove components (e.g., natural rubber latex, rubber accelerators), long duration of use or existing skin 
conditions are present. Long-duration wearing of occlusive gloves may contribute to moisture in the glove 
(sweating), which can have a negative effect on skin barrier function104 that could be improved with 
wearing cotton glove liners. Individuals with allergic contact dermatitis or irritant contact dermatitis may 
benefit from the use of cotton glove liners worn beneath the task glove (see Figure 11). 

Single use (disposable) 100% cotton glove liners are commonly used in health care settings. 

Reusable cotton glove liners are occasionally used, typically in an operative room setting. For cotton glove 
liners to be reused, they must be classified as reusable and be reprocessed according to manufacturer’s 
instructions. Reusable cotton glove liners should be disposed of if damaged (e.g., excessive wear, tears, 
pilling)188 or when the number of uses meets the manufacturer’s indicated instructions for disposal. 

Cotton glove liners do not replace other specialty glove liners, such as surgical glove liners or cut-resistant liners. 

Figure 11. Single Use Cotton Glove Liner (left) with Nitrile Glove (right) 

  

In addition, the following considerations are important to be aware of when selecting cotton glove liners: 

 A variety of sizes are offered to meet the needs of the HCWs. 

 Acceptability to users should be considered (e.g., comfort and ability to perform tasks). 

 Glove liners should be changed when gloves are changed. 

 Sterile cotton glove liners are used with sterile gloves for sterile procedures.189 

 Single use cotton glove liners should never be reused; dispose after each use.189 
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Disclaimer  
This document was developed by Public Health Ontario (PHO). PHO provides scientific and technical 
advice to Ontario’s government, public health organizations and health care providers. PHO’s work is 
guided by the current best available evidence at the time of publication. 

The application and use of this document is the responsibility of the user. PHO assumes no liability 
resulting from any such application or use. 

This document may be reproduced without permission for non-commercial purposes only and provided 
that appropriate credit is given to PHO. No changes and/or modifications may be made to this document 
without express written permission from PHO. 
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